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An Angel Brings the Good News

Gospel of Luke 1

In the days when Herod was king of J udea,
God sent the angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee
named Nazareth. He had a message for a girl
promised in marriage to a man named Joseph
who was a descendant of King David. The
girl’s name was Mary. The angel came to her
and said: “Greetings, you who are highly
favoured! The Lord is with you, and has
greatly blessed you!”

Mary was deeply troubled by the angel’s
message and she wondered what his words

meant.
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The angel said to her: “Don’t be afraid,
Mary, for God has been gracious to you. You
will be with child and give birth to a son, and
you will name him Jesus.

He will be great; and be called the Son of
the Most High God. The Lord will give him
the throne of his ancestor David, and he will be
the king of the descendants of Jacob for ever;
his kingdom will never end.”

Mary said to the angel: “How can this be?
I am a virgin.”

The angel answered: “The Holy Spirit will
come on you and God’s power will rest upon
you. For this reason, the holy child will be
. called the Son of God. Your relative,
¥ Elizabeth, also has herself conceived a son in
her old age; and she who is said to be barren is
now in her sixth month,
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for God’s promises never fail.”

“Here am 1,” said Mary; "I am the Lord’s
servant; as you have spoken, so be it.”

The Angel comes to Joseph

Gospel of Matthew 1

Before Mary and Joseph were married, it
was found that Mary was with child by the
Holy Spirit.  Joseph, to whom she was
engaged, was a just man who always did what
was right; but he did not want to disgrace Mary
publicly, so he made plans to break the .
engagement secretly. @

While he was thinking about this, an angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a drcam and
said: “Joseph, descendant of David. do not be
afraid to take Mary to be your wife. For it is
by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived.
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their sins.”

Now all

the Lord had said through the prophet: “The
virgin will be with child and give birth to a son,

and he will
means, ‘God

So when Joseph woke up he did what the
angel of the Lord had told him to do and
married Mary. But he did not touch her before
she gave birth to her son. And Joseph named

him Jesus.

@ Gospel of Luke 2

At that

emperor of Rome, sent out an order for all
citizens of the empire to register themselves for

the census.

She will give birth to a son and you will name
him Jesus--for he will save his people from

this happened to bring about what

be called ‘Emmanuel” (which
with us’).”

Jesus is born

time, Caesar Augustus, the
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)
A When this first census took place,

Quirinius was the governor of Syria. And
everyone then went to his own town to register.

Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee, to Judea, to the town of Bethlehem,
where King David was born. Joseph went
there because he himself was a descendant of
David. He went to register himself with Mary,
who was promised to him in marriage and was
expecting a child, and while they were in
Bethlchem the time came for her to have her
baby. She gave birth to her first son, wrapped
him in cloths, and laid him in a manger because
there was no room for them in the inn.

The Shepherds and the Angels

There were some shepherds in that part of
2 the country who were spending the night in the
fields, taking care of their flocks. An angel of
" the Lord appeared to them,

11
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and the glory of the Lord shone over them.
They were terribly afraid.

But the angel said to them: “Don’t be
afraid! For I am here with good news for you,
which will bring great joy to all the people.
This very night in David’s town, called
Bethlehem, your Saviour was born--Christ the,
Lord! This will be a sign for you: you will find
the baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.”

Suddenly a great army of heaven’s angels
appeared with the angel, singing praises to
God: “Glory to God in the highest heaven!
And peace on earth to men with whom He is
pleased!”

When the angels went away from them
back into heaven. the shepherds said one to
another, “Let us go to Bethlehem and see this

13
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thing that has happened that the Lord has told
us.” So they hurried off and found Mary and
Joseph and saw the baby lying in the manger.
When the shepherds saw him, they repeated
what the angel had said about this child. All
who heard it were filled with wonder at what
the shepherds told them.

But Mary remembered all these things and
thought deeply about them. The shepherds
went back, singing praises to God for all they
had heard and seen; it had been just as the
angel had told them.

Wise Men Seek the Baby

Gospel of Matthew 2

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, Herod was king. Soon afterwards some

15
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wise men who had studied the stars came from
the east to Jerusalem and asked: “Where is the
baby born to be the king of the Jews? We saw
his star in the east and we have come to
worship him.”

When King Herod heard this he was very
upset and so was everybody else in Jerusalem.
He called together all the chief priests and
teachers of the Law, and asked them: “Where
will the Messiah be born?" In the town of
Bethlehem in Judea,” they answered. “This is
what the prophet wrote: You, Bethlehem, in the
Land of Judea, are not by any means the least
among the rulers of Judea: for from you will
come a leader who will guide my people
Israel.” :

So Herod called the visitors from the east
to a secret meeting. and found out from them
the exact time the star had appeared. Then he

17
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sent them to Bethlehem with these instructions:
“Go and make a careful search for the child,
and when you find him, let me know so that |
may go and worship him too.”

With this they left, and on their way, they
saw the star--the same one they had seen in the
east--and it went ahead of them until it came
and stopped over the place where the child
was. How happy they were, what gladness
they felt, when they saw the star! They went
into the house and saw the child with his
mother Mary. They knelt down and
worshipped him; then they opened their bags
and offered him presents: gold, frankincense
and myrrh. Then God warned them in a dream
not to go back to Herod; so they went back to
their own country by another road.

19
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Joseph, Mary and the Child Flee to
Egypt

After the wise men had left, an angel of the
Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph, and said:
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and run
away to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you to
leave. Herod is determined to kill the child.”

So Joseph got up, took the child and his
mother, and left during the night for Egypt,
where he stayed until Herod died. This was
done to fulfill what the Lord said through the
prophet: “I called my Son out of Egypt.”

The Children of Bethlehem are
‘ Killed

When Herod realised that the wise men
had tricked him he was furious. - He gave
orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its

21
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neighbourhood who were two years old and
younger--in accordance with what he had
learned from the visitors about the time when
the star had appeared.

In this way, what the prophet had said
came true: “A sound is heard in Ramah, the
sound of bitter crying and weeping. Rachel
weeps for her children, she weeps and will not
be comforted, because they are all dead.”

Jesus, Mary and Joseph Return to
Israel

After Herod had died, an angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and
said: “Get up, and take the child and his mother
® and go back to the country of Israel. because
those who tried to kill the child are dead.”
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